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Welcome to Brereton Parish Neighbourhood Plan

  

“What you hear from the people of the parish and what you can see
with your own eyes is how fortunate we are to live here. With our

surrounding local towns expanding by the day we have a
responsibility to preserve the best of what we have whilst meeting the

needs of current and future generations.”
John Charlesworth, Brereton resident and Neighbourhood Plan project team member.

 

In January 2013 Brereton Parish Council began to develop the Neighbourhood Plan with the
aim of shaping the vision for Brereton Parish until 2030. In consultations over the last two
years the whole community has helped to develop the Plan. You have told us what changes
you would like to see within the Parish and how we can enhance and preserve the things you
value most. This Neighbourhood Plan and its proposed polices reflects these community
aspirations and views, and will significantly influence future planning decisions for new
developments within the Parish.

These pages provide access to the public records of the project and provide the background to
how the project was delivered.

What is a Neighbourhood Plan? This is a way of helping local communities to influence the
planning of the area in which they live and work. It is used to: 

Develop a shared vision for our neighbourhood.
Choose where new homes, shops, offices and other development should be built.
Identify and protect important local green spaces.
Influence what new buildings should look like.

A Neighbourhood Plan will allow our Parish Council to directly influence the shape of
Brereton in a planned led approach, rather than being developer led as it is today.

More about Neighbourhood Planning . . .

Frequently Asked Questions

 

Current Planning
Pre-Submission Regu

Starts Friday 10th A

Closes Friday 22nd M

Review the Pre-Submission Plan 
butto

©BPCIG MMXV - Reg. Charity No. 1135754
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Latest News 

     

Click on logo to connect.  

Follow the progress our activities in our photo gallery, and read the
story of our journey below.

Monday 22nd June, 2015

from Alastair Strang. Project Manager, BreretonNDP

The Consultation period on the Pre-Submission Plan ended on Friday 22nd May. Thank you to every one who took the time to review the Plan and to provide us with comments a
feedback. This is a very important aspect of the Neighbourhood Plan process. The project team is currently analysing all comments and determining what changes will be necess
Plan. This should be completed by early July, when we expect to be able to submit the formal version of the Plan to Cheshire East Council, who will then take the Plan forward thr
remaining stages of the neighbourhood planning  process. The project team will make the Submission version of the Plan available on the website at BreretonParishCouncil.org.

Thursday 9th April, 2015

from Jane Deans, Chair of Brereton Neighbourhood Plan project

The Pre-Submission Consultation starts on Friday April 10th. 

In January 2013 Brereton Parish Council began to develop the Neighbourhood Plan with the aim of shaping the vision for Brereton Parish until 2030. In consultations over the las
the whole community has helped to develop the Plan. You have told us what changes you would like to see within the Parish and how we can enhance and preserve the things y
most. 

We think this Neighbourhood Plan and its proposed polices reflect these community aspirations and views. These policies will significantly influence future planning decisions for
developments within the Parish. 

Your comments will strengthen the proposals in the Plan and I strongly encourage you to take the time to review the Plan and to tell us what you think. If you broadly agree with th
please tell us so that we can be sure that we are setting course in the right direction. At the same time, if you disagree strongly with anything, we need to know so that we can con
changes we may need to make. 

Read more at www.breretonparishcouncil.org.uk

Wednesday 1st April, 2015

from Alastair Strang, Project Manager, BreretonNDP 

The project team report that preparations for the next significant consultation period are progressing well and are ahead of schedule. This is called the Pre-Submission consultati
required by Regulation 14 of the Neighbourhood Planning (General) Regulations 2012. The consultation is now due to launch in mid-April and will last 6 weeks through to the en
Banners are now being placed around Brereton, and a publicity campaign will include notices in the Chronicle, posters, email notification to over 400 statutory consultees, and ha
delivering a summary document to every household and local business in Brereton. 

Please take the time to review our plan, and tell us what you think. 

Thanks.

Thursday 12th February, 2015

from Alastair Strang, Project Manager, BreretonNDP 

More exciting news as a another milestone is reached in our Neighbourhood Planning! 

The project team has completed the drafting of the Neighbourhood Plan that will help achieve Brereton Parish development objectives over the next 15 years.

Your feedback to us in past consultations has been that you want Brereton to be a place where local people can live, work, play and enjoy a high quality of life. The draft Plan has
planning policies, all 30 of them, which will be used to determine the outcome of planning applications for new developments once we get to the end of the plan process. 

The draft Plan is now in the process of being published, with the artwork and styling being designed by local resident Katy from South Cheshire Print. This will be completed in tim
next major milestone. In May we open the Pre-Submission Consultation when you will all have a chance to review the draft Plan and ' Have Your Say! '. 

The project team is very excited to see the realisation of what the Plan is going to look like, and we hope that you will be equally excited to read it, and to tell us what you think. Yo
is a key part of the planning process, as it ensures that the Plan is aligned to the aspirations of the community living in the parish. It is so important that the government has legisla
Regulation 14 of the Town and Country Planning Act 1990, that all Neighbourhood Plans must be widely publicised with feedback sought from the community. 

The Pre-Submission Consultation will start at the beginning of May, and will run for 6 weeks to give everyone plenty opportunity to have time to review and provide their comment

The project team will deliver a Summary of the Draft Neighbourhood Plan to every household in the parish at the start of the consultation period. This will be the last chance for yo
influence our Neighbourhood Plan before the Parish Council makes the full submission of the Plan to Cheshire East Council for consideration and wider public consultation. The
be an independent examination of the Plan, followed by a referendum of the Brereton electorate to decide whether or not the Plan is to adopted by Cheshire East. So, still a few s
hurdles to go along the way! 

Look out for the banners and posters around the parish coming soon with more information about how you can ‘ Have Your Say! ’.
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Wednesday 21st January, 2015

from Alastair Strang, Project Manager, BreretonNDP 

Happy New Year!

Well we are now at the end of the 2nd year since the project started, and light is at the end of tunnel now. We will finish drafting the NP content and policies in the next 3 weeks. T
and publishing will be complete by end of February and printing will be done in March. Then you will all have a chance to review it and tell us what you think. Look out for the Con
posters to let you know when and how you can do this. Following that, we plan to make our formal submission to Cheshire East Council in June, and all being well to independen
examination in September. 

All this has been possible thanks to the persistent efforts of our Workgroup project members who volunteer their time and efforts every week. We have used some professional co
deliver areas of expertise we do not have. This has included in the last few months the delivery of a very polished Landscape Character Assessment, a Housing Needs Assessme
as John Knight from Cheshire Community Action who is working with us to develop the technical aspects of the policy writing. 

So, whilst a lot of the background work has been done, this will all become quite visible to you starting from April. We hope you will like what you read!

Tuesday 17th November, 2014

from Alastair Strang, Project Manager, BreretonNDP 

Our workgroup members are busy writing the DraftNP document. We also have the support and help of John Knight who is working on behalf of Cheshire Community Action. Joh
experienced planner, is drafting the policy sections of the document.

The Landscape Assessment report from our consultants URS has now been finalised, and the Housing Needs Assessment also commissioned from URS is well under way. We h
draft report and are working towards the final version. 

In the meantime, the Cheshire East Local Plan has been under the scrutiny of an independent Examiner. The public enquiry for this has been suspended to give the Examiner tim
the submissions made from developers. The Examiner has just provided his opinion on the submitted plan which has been much publicised in the press and media. His main find
that Cheshire East Council's aspirations for economic growth are at a disconnect with the housing development strategy, in that too few houses (27,000) are being planned for; th
examiner's view is that in excess of 48,000 are required. He has given Cheshire East three options to proceed: the first is to continue with the Examination, in which case the exam
likely conclude that the Local Plan is unsound - a bad situation for Cheshire East and also us here in Brereton. The second is to take upto 6 months time out to fix the key issues in
and then resume the examination of the plan. The third is to cancel the current examination, take time to change the Local Plan, and to re-submit for a new examination at a later 
Cheshire East is considering its position.

 What does this mean for the Brereton NP? 

Well, it emphasises the need for us to have our NP in place and to accelerate the completion of it, and that is exactly what we are doing. The workgroup has been following and m
the developments of the examination of the Cheshire East Local Plan, as we do need to take into account any key findings. This has unfortunately slowed us down in the last 6 we
workgroup still plans to finish the DraftNP for its next consultation with you in the early part of the new year in 2015.

Wednesday 8th October 2014  

from Alastair Strang, Project Manager, BreretonNDP 

A lot has been happening in the last few weeks!

The workgroup has participated in the production of a Landscape Assessment. This documents the key characteristics of the parish and will help support our planning policies. W
now commissioned a Housing Needs Assessment with a planning consultancy called URS. This will determine an evidence base of and guidance for the number of new housing
Brereton can support during our plan period through to 2030. This is very important for us, as Cheshire East's Local Plan defines a total of 2,000 new houses in rural areas across
borough. This however is being challenged by developers at the independent examination of the Local Plan that is currently underway. Having a professional report that provides
statistical data will allow us to more confidently support and defend a planned housing development strategy for Brereton.

The workgroup has also had a training session on writing the DraftNP document, and we have started to write the initial sections of this.

We have also now formed up the support we will receive from Cheshire East Council, through their agents Cheshire Community Action.

We are still currently working towards completing the DraftNP by December, when we will seek your comments through a consultation process. 

Thursday 28th August 2014  

from Alastair Strang, Project Manager, BreretonNDP 

The project is now ramping up to start the writing of the Draft Neighbourhood Plan. Our workgroup is now working in two teams. The first is responsible for the writing of the policie
main document. The second is responsible for the documenting the evidence base that will underpin the policies. The workgroup has made the decision, approved by the Parish
have a strong focus on development policies, rather than include specific development sites. During August, a planning consultant reviewed the evidence we have collected to da
the high level emerging policies that we drafted. This provides us with a "gap analysis" to plan what additional evidence we need to either firm up or collect. We have contracted a
planning consultancy to produce a Landscape Assessment of Brereton in September which will provide us with further key evidence on the characteristics of our rural environme
we can best protect areas of special importance including key vistas around the settlement areas. 

During September and October we will write the Draft Neighbourhood Plan (NP). At the same time we will structure and compile the evidence base that will underpin and justify a
the plan - a critical component of the plan which Cheshire East will require to audit prior to external examination by a planning inspector. 

We plan to invite all stakeholders of our Neighbourhood Plan (residents, businesses, neighbouring parishes) later in the year, hopefully by December, to review the Draft NP, bef
submit it to Cheshire East Council for their formal review.

Monday 29th July 2014

by Andy Lindsay, Finance officer of Brereton Parish Neighbourhood Development Plan 

Our project workgroup met with the leader of the Cheshire East Council, Cllr. Michael Jones this morning  to discuss what additional support Brereton can expect from Cheshire E
accelerate our efforts to complete the neighbourhood plan process. Cllr. Jones re-affirmed that the plan must be what the people of Brereton want for the future. He gave us his fu
our efforts so far, and committed the support ("whatever it takes") from Cheshire East Council planning department to help us complete the plan by the first half of 2015. Specifical
been promised additional resource that will be funded by Cheshire East council to help us with the technical writing of the plan itself, and to help with the evidence mapping to lin
the Cheshire East Local Plan.

Tuesday 22nd July 2014

from Alastair Strang, Project Manager of Brereton Parish Neighbourhood Development Plan

The project is now ramping up to start the writing of the Draft Neighbourhood Plan. Our workgroup is now working in two collaborative teams. The first is responsible for the writing
policies and the main document. The second is responsible for the creation of the evidence base that will underpin the policies. The workgroup has made the decision to have a s
on development policies, rather than include proposes development sites. A Landscape Assessement is to be produced that will provide us with key evidence on the characterist
rural environment and how we can best protect areas of special importance including key vistas around the settlement areas.

You may also have read recently in the local Chronicle on Cheshire East Council's new found support for Neighbourhood Planning, and they are gearing themselves up to suppo
and towns. Needless to say that Brereton, as the first parish in Cheshire East to be designated a Neighbourhood Area in 2013, will be included in this and we have a meeting with
of the Cheshire East Council, Cllr. Michael Jones, on Tuesday 29th July to discuss what additional support Brereton can expect from Cheshire East to accelerate our efforts to com
neighbourhood plan process.

Saturday 31st May 2014

from Jane Deans, Chair of Brereton Parish Neighbourhood Development Plan

The report on the last consultation is now avialable to read or download from our website. It provides the analysis and summary of what you told us about the draft proposals that 
implemented through our Neighbourhood Plan. 

Click here to go to the Consultation report page.

Thursday 22nd May 2014
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from John Charlesworth, Workgroup member

What have I learned about Neighbourhood Plans in the last 18 Months? Firstly that they are very hard work. When we started out I thought it would be fairly straightforward, find o
residents of the parish want with regard to development and write it down in a clear concise manner. I was wrong. The planning industry like things to be much more complicated
We have had to learn some of the dark arts where every proposal has to be supported not just by being the views of the parish but also complies with the reams of planning policy
regulations.

Perhaps I should have realised that for the eventual plan to be a truly valuable document that makes a real impact it was going to take a lot of hard work.

I have also learnt a great deal about Brereton, visiting tucked away corners of the parish I did not know existed, and meeting people for the first time. It has been heartening to see
and encouragement that exists for the plan. What you hear from the people of the parish and what you can see with your own eyes is how fortunate we are to live here. With our s
local towns expanding by the day we have a responsibility to preserve the best of what we have for ourselves, for our less fortunate neighbours and for the future.

We are learning, and if we can get it right I believe we can produce a plan that will be of lasting benefit. 

Tuesday 20th May 2014

from Alastair Strang, Project Manager of Brereton Parish Neighbourhood Development Plan

On behalf of the NDP Workgroup, John Charlesworth presented our progress to the Annual Meeting of the Parish Council on 19th May. This included what we have achieved so 
and what we hope to achieve in the next 6 months. The Parish Council endorsed the project with their full support, saying it was a key initiative for Brereton and that we need to d
is necessary to complete the plan. 

Thursday 8th May 2014

from Alastair Strang, Project Manager of Brereton Parish Neighbourhood Development Plan

A short update to let you know what we have been upto recently!

The workgroup has been active in analysing the results of the last consultation, and the report is being finalised and will be available to view after the Parish Council annual mee
May.

We have also been working with our consultants from Planning Aid to use our data to start to plan the next stages. We have drafted the policy theme areas our plan will cover, and
start the more detail work of compiling the evidence required.

Monday 10th March 2104

from Jane Deans, Chair of Brereton Parish Neighbourhood Development Plan workgroup

The recent consultation stage has closed and the project team is analysing what you have said. An early view is that the vast majority of respondents are supportive of the propos
addition, we are very pleased that about 25% of households completed the consultation. One of our external planning consultants advised the workgroup that this is a very good 
rate at this stage of the project. Clearly we would like a higher response rate since the development of a Neighbourhood Plan will have impact upon all residents and businesses
and we want to ensure that decisions we make in the next stage of the planning exercise are representative of the whole parish. 

The outcome of the consultation will be published in the next few weeks on the Neighbourhood Plan pages on the community website at www.MyBrereton.com. This will help the
prioritise the most important aspects of local needs that will be carried forward into the development of planning policies for our Neighbourhood Plan. Over the next few months th
workgroup will be undertaking various activities to establish further evidence to underpin these high priority areas prior to drafting the key policies. These activities are likely to inc
tasks as landscape assessments, land ownership, market housing analysis, site proposals, sustainability assessments, and more! It's not too late get involved if you would like to 
We are only about 50% through the project, and still have more than another year to see it through, before we start the implementation phases. So, if you are interested and have
time, the project team is always keen to have fresh faces on-board. 

Sunday 23rd February 2104

from Alastair Strang, Project Manager of Brereton Parish Neighbourhood Development Plan workgroup

A very big "thank-you" to everyone who took the time to respond to our latest consultation exercise. Every household and business in Brereton received a copy of the consultation
summarised the issues identified by residents in earlier consultations, along with draft proposals for solutions to implement the key areas of each of the five objectives the Neighb
Plan workgroup has compiled. A number of residents attended the drop-in event on Saturday 15th February to ask questions of the project team. This consultation stage has clos
project team is now analysing what you have said. 

The outcome of the consultation will be published in the next few weeks on the Neighbourhood Plan pages on the community website at Consultations.

Your responses will help the workgroup prioritise the most important aspects of local needs that will be carried forward into the development of planning policies for our Neighbou

It's not too late get involved if you would like to participate. We are only about 50% through the project, and still have more than another year to see it through, before we start the
implementation phases. So, if you are interested and have some free time, the project team is always keen to have fresh faces on-board.

Sunday 26th January 2104

from Jane Deans, Chair of Brereton Parish Neighbourhood Development Plan workgroup

The project team has finalised the project update and consultation documents. These will be delivered to all residents and businesses within Brereton over the next week (on sch
Please take the opportunity to chat to the team member who will deliver the documents to your door, or to come along to the Drop-In event on Saturday 15th February from 10am 
is YOUR opportunity to influence how Brereton will develop. The consultation closes on Friday 21st February. Click on the Consultations tab to find out more about how you can p
feedback.

Monday 6th January 2014

from Alastair Strang, Project Manager of the Brereton Parish Neighbourhood Plan workgroup

Happy New Year! Our workgroup finished 2013 with a review workshop with our planning consultant Helen Metcalfe. This helps keeps us on track with what we are doing to mak
meet all the proper rules and regulations, as we have to comply with the NPPF. The good news is that we are doing well, but have a lot more to do. The next 9 months is critical an
a lot to do yet! We use grant funding we received from DCLG to have these review workshops. The team is now working hard to complete the preparation for our consultation on o
proposed options to move forward with. The consultation with residents and businesses is planned to start at the end of January / beginning of February.

Saturday 23rd November 2013

from Jane Deans, Chair of Brereton Parish Neighbourhood Development Plan workgroup

How can I find out more and provide my input on how Brereton will develop?

If you have any questions, would like additional information, or wish to tell us what you think, then please do not hesitate to contact any member of the project workgroup as follow

Cllr. Jane Deans (for BreretonPark, Brownedge, Brindley Green),

Cllr. Andy Lindsay or Cllr. Bob Coulson or Liz Love (for Brereton Heath),

Cllr. Alastair Strang (for Hazelshawe, Medhurst Green, Smethwick),

Richard Phillipson or Mark Elves (for Brereton Green),

David Brown (for Illidge Green, Bagmere),

John or Debbie Charlesworth (for Sandlow Green, Mill Lane, Dunkirk).

Wednesday 20th November 2013

from Mark Elves, member of the Brereton Parish Neighbourhood Plan workgroup
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Mark reports that the Parish Council initiative to create a development plan for Brereton has continued to forge ahead since the last report in the September newsletter. The team 
every week to create development options to meet the objectives that were drawn from your feedback during the consultations earlier this year. The next few months will see thing
move forward quite quickly. Since the last update our workgroup has:

Finalised the results of the Rural Housing Need Survey carried out in the summer and incorporated these into producing a housing objective that will ensure Brereton rem
vibrant, desirable place, where people want to live and work. Nearly 40% of households responded, so a big thank you to all who took part. You can read the survey repor
via the Neighbourhood Plan page at www.MyBrereton.com.
Developed and agreed a set of strong objectives, with options to ensure that these are implemented in keeping with the needs of the parish. All of the objectives have bee
from the views of residents in previous consultations.
Met with representatives from Tattenhall Parish in Cheshire West who have completed their Neighbourhood Plan all the way through to referendum, to learn from their exp
Met with Cheshire East Spatial Planning to understand the impact upon our project of the progress of their Core Development Strategy (Local Plan), and their decision to h
additional public consultation (until 16th December) on their Pre-Submission Core Strategy.
Met with Fiona Bruce MP, who expressed her support and strong interest in the Brereton project. Fiona is fully aware that Brereton is at the forefront of developing a Neigh
Plan, and has agreed to take our concerns over the disconnect between recent central government-level planning decisions and the effect it has on the ground in rural co
Brereton’s forward thinking will now be raised at Minister’s Questions in the House of Commons, and be talked about at Ministerial level!

In December, a specialist planning consultant is reviewing our work in advance of us bringing this to you for consultation in January. Banners and posters will start to appear arou
parish shortly to let everyone know that the next consultation is on its way. Mark says, "The team will be going out and around the parish in January to meet residents and discuss
thoughts and concerns regarding the neighbourhood plan options. We aim to personally deliver a set of the plan objectives to every household, with a brief questionnaire asking 
views on them." Remember, every team member will have their ID badge (see Mark’s badge at top of the page) on view when they call. Ask to see it if you’re not sure. The feedba
us in January will be used when we start to draft the key planning policies that will form the core of our draft Neighbourhood Plan. Brereton will change over the next 15 years, an
chance to influence those changes. We want as many people as possible take part in the consultations, so tell us what you think and make your voice count! 

Tuesday 10th September 2013

from Alastair Strang, Project Manager of the Brereton Parish Neighbourhood Plan workgroup

The Parish Council project to create a development plan for Brereton from 2015 to 2030 is reported to be "on-track".

In the last 8 months, from a standing start in January this year, the project team reports they have learned so much about Neighbourhood Planning! 

We are the first parish in Cheshire East to embark upon the initiative, and recently formally achieved Neighbourhood Area Designation.
We have established links with Cheshire East planning department to ensure we connect with the emerging Cheshire East Local Plan.
We have researched government websites, planning websites, read case studies and learnings from other parishes who are further down the roadmap in their developme
Neighbourhood Plans.
We have had training from a planning consultant, who came back recently to check how we are doing, and our "report card" said "well done"!
We have pulled together lots of evidence relevant to our parish, including maps, existing planning policies, emerging planning policies, demographic data, and neighbour
statistics.
We have consulted with residents, businesses, organisations, and young people within Brereton, on their current and future aspirations for living and working in Brereton.
We have launched our Rural Housing Needs Survey for Brereton residents, and will have the analysis in Sept.
We have produced a Vision and Objectives statement based upon what residents have told us, that now sets out the basis for our ongoing research and development acti
the website to review these.
We have been successful in our application for needed funding and expert planning support from a government (DCLG) backed organisation set up to support Neighbour
project teams. 

So, what's in store for the next 6 months?

Well, the team is about to move onto the next key stage of the project. This is where they do more research into the Vision & Objectives and to develop various Options that will me
objectives. Out of this will emerge key Policies that will form the basis of our Neighbourhood Plan. Further parish wide consultation sessions will be scheduled in a few months tim
your feedback on these Options, when the project team has the draft documents ready.  

Monday 9th September 2013 

from Andy Lindsay, Finance coordinator of the Brereton Parish Neighbourhood Development Plan team  . . .

Cllr. Andy Lindsay confirmed today that Brereton Parish Council is pleased to announce it has been selected as a recipient of a Supporting Communities in Neighbourhood Plan
from the Community Development Foundation (CDF).

Alice Wilcock, Director of Partnerships and Innovation at CDF, congratulated Brereton Parish Council on the success of the application, and said that she looked forward to workin
Brereton team on its Neighbourhood Plan. CDF is working on behalf of the Department of Communities and Local Government (DCLG), and Locality, an organisation selected by
support local communities in developing Neighbourhood Plans. Support and a grant is provided by the Supporting Communities in Neighbourhood Planning Programme led by L
association with RTPI/Planning Aid England, CDF and partners, available through the My Community Rights website.

Cllr. Andy Lindsay said, "The grant award of £6,906 is essential funding to the project to supplement funding already provisioned by the parish council. The grant award will be us
procure specialist planning health checks to ensure the technical aspects our Neighbourhood Plan are compliant with the myriad of planning legislation, as well as to help with th
of printing the Neighbourhood Plan for consultation with Brereton residents. In addition to the grant award, the project team will also receive direct support and training from plann
from Planning Aid England."

The Brereton Parish Neighbourhood Plan began in January 2013, and was the first parish to be granted designation as a Neighbourhood Area by Cheshire East Council on 8th J
project team, comprising 4 parish councillors and several residents, meet regularly to research current planning policies, consult with residents to determine local needs, and to b
evidence base of findings in readiness to writing the draft Neighbourhood Plan early in 2014. 

Friday 16th August 2013

from Liz Love, member of Brereton Parish Neighbourhood Development Plan team  . . .

This is the last day for returning your Rural Needs Housing Survey. We are hopring for a good response rate, as this will help us determine if, and how many, affordable homes w
the next few years. We have worked collaborativley with Cheshire East's Rural Housing team to make sure we capture the right information for Brereton. We should get the analys
September, so look out for this to find out what you told us.

Tuesday 30th July 2013

from Alastair Strang, Project Manager of the Brereton Parish Neighbourhood Plan workgroup

Cheshire East Council Cllr. David Brown, portfolio holder for Communities, came along to our NDP workgroup meeting tonight. We updated him on our progress, and also review
and CEC will work together to mutual benefit. Cllr. Brown re-enforced his and the council's support for what we are doing. 

Tuesday 9th July 2013

from Alastair Strang, Project Manager of the Brereton Parish Neighbourhood Plan workgroup

Today we had a team workshop to review our progress with the NP and to start planning the nest stage. Helen Metcalfe, our consultant from Planning People came along to help
good news is that we have done a lot of collecting evidence from residents, and analysing what people have told us. We have produced a draft Vision & Objectives for Brereton, a
seems to make a lot of sense and be backed up with the evidence. Helen was pleased with our progress. We spent some time making a rough draft of the next stage, which will b
generate potential solutions fro each of our objective areas.  

Saturday 6th July 2013 

from Jane Deans, Chair of Brereton Parish Neighbourhood Development Plan team  . . .

What a busy day at the Brereton Garden Party! Our consultation stall was very busy. The great news is that everyone  who visited the booth thought that our Vision and Objectives
right. Thanks for the feedback. The work group can now press on. 

Sunday 31st March 2013

from Andy Lindsay, Finance coordinator of the Brereton Parish Neighbourhood Development Plan team  . . .

Thank you to everyone who attended the Consultation Event on Saturday 16th March at the Primary School. Over 100 people came along to find out more about our Neigbourhoo
Maps of the parish were on display with "where do you live", "potential development sites" identified in the current Cheshire East Strategic Land Availability Assessment (SHLAA)
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provided lots of discussion. Everyone who attended was asked to compete a short survey about what they liked about living in Brereton today and what they felt was important for
the future. This feedback will be used by the project team to steer our work for the development of the Neighbourhood Plan, so it is key to us that as many people as possible have
opportunity to tell us what they think. If you were unable to attend the Consultation Event, but would still like to help us by completing the survey, then it is still not too late . Click h
to Download the Survey , print it, fill it in and send it back to us. Full details are on the survey form. 

Friday 8th March 2013

from Jane Deans, Chair of Brereton Parish Neighbourhood Development Plan team  . . .

A neighbourhood plan is a new way that people can engage with each other to create a vision of the community as it could evolve over the next twenty years, and to create a plan
can be realised. This is of particular importance for Brereton given the scale of growth and development proposed by Cheshire East in Congleton, Sandbach and Holmes Chape
evidenced in the draft Core Development Strategy documents. Under consideration during the formation of our own Neighbourhood Plan will be such issues as housing, includin
housing needed and where it might be built and for whom, perhaps particular types of housing for young people or the elderly. We will also be consulting residents about their fee
transport all the way from buses to the development of new cycle routes perhaps to Holmes Chapel or Sandbach. Other issues can be raised that affects our life in the village, ope
discussion and debate across the parish. The Neighbourhood Plan project team, comprising parish councillors and residents, will be consulting with residents and employers ove
few months to fully understand the concerns and aspirations from all settlements in the parish. The Neighbourhood Plan will then be drafted by the team, after which Cheshire Ea
the plan along with a planning inspector. Finally, a referendum of the electorate of Brereton will decide if the plan is to be adopted, and become a statutory planning document alo
Cheshire East Local Plan. If everything goes to plan, the Neighbourhood Plan will become "live" in early 2015. 

The Parish Council and the project team do not underestimate the effort involved in developing our Neighbourhood Plan. It will involve a lot of research and analysis, much consu
the people of Brereton and other stakeholders, as well as working with planning experts to help us ensure that we comply with all the legal aspects to ensure our resulting plan w
the detail scrutiny it will attract from Cheshire East and their independent planning inspectors. We believe this will be worth it to give us a degree of control over the future develop
Brereton to ensure it retains the distinctive characteristics of our rural environment that we enjoy today. The Parish Council is confident that this is the right approach, and is budge
£15,000 over the next 2 years to fund the project. This does mean that the precept (the Parish Council annual budget) will increase for 2013/14 by 17%.

The project team aims to consult with residents and businesses at various stages throughout the project to seek your views and to keep you fully informed. The first Consultation E
drop-in event on Saturday 16th March between 11am & 2pm at Brereton Primary School Hall.

This is your opportunity to come to meet the project team, and to find out more about the plan, the process we will be following, and start to put forward your ideas for the future of
Please do try and drop-in for 15 minutes or longer - we look forward to seeing you there.

If you would like to help the project, then please Contact Us.

Wednesday 17th January 2013

from Alastair Strang, Project Manager of the Brerton Parish Neighbourhood Plan team 

Happy New Year to you all!

Well, I have good news to report to you for the start of 2013.

At a meeting of the Parish Council on 8th January, we passed all the resolutions and signed the documents to initiate the Neighbourhood Plan for Brereton. Our application to Ch
Council to designate Brereton parish as a Neighbourhood Area has now in process.

On Wednesday 16th January, we finally had our first team meeting last, so i though i would give you a short update, especially for those that could not attend.

The meeting was to introduce the project and start to meet everyone who is interested in helping; a bit of "getting to know you" sort of thing!

An overview of the "journey so far" was given, together with an indication of the scope of a Neighbourhood Plan and the value we expect it to bring to Brereton.

It was also noted that since Neighbourhood Plans are a new concept, and no parish in the UK has been through the full process yet, there is very little experience and knowledge
There are guidelines, but no recipes yet; these are emerging. We are not aware of any other parish in Cheshire East who have made an application to the council to start a Neigh
Plan.

So, we are all learning!

We expect to get some expert help from CPRE (Campaign for the Protection of Rural England), and we should get some help from Cheshire East council. We also expect to buy s
planning assistance, to ensure that we fulfill and meet all the detail planning regulations to ensure success of the project.

It is fantastic that quite a few of our residents wish to help in the planning process.

At this stage we cannot say what help we need!

This will be developed over the next few months; see Stage 1 below.

What we can say is that we recognise that not everyone can commit the same amount of time.

We are confident that there will be a wide range of activities we will do, and that there will be plenty of scope for anyone who wants to help, from small tasks over a small period o
larger tasks over a longer period of time.

The project will be managed by a core team of 4 or 5 who will form the project governance board, which will control the project  and make the key decisions, and report to the pari
Specific task based teams will be formed to undertake all the activities required to be completed, such as research, communications, surveys, data analysis, record keeping, docu
production, reviews, stakeholder management, publicity, etc etc.

So, what happens next?

Developing a Neighbourhood Plan will be done in 6 project stages over the next 18-24 months.

Stage 1: Getting the Project Started

This will run from now until end of March, and we expect to complete the following:

We will create the project plan of all the activities and tasks we will need to undertake. This will also include building a resource plan of the skills and talents and materials we will
order to produce deliverables that will make the Neighbourhood Plan.

We will develop the governance model of how the project will be managed. This will detail how decisions will be made and agreements reached, meeting formats and timetables
and various controls, such as record keeping, document review and management, configuration control of all the key project deliverables. Also, it will define how we will control o
budget, and how we will report back to Brereton Parish Council.

We will liaise with Cheshire East over our application to become a Neighbourhood Area.

We will help the parish council make a formal response to the Cheshire East Core Strategy consultation.

Stage 2: Prepare the Neighbourhood Plan

We estimate this will run from April thru to Jan 2014, and will involve:

Understanding the Policies

Establish Evidence Base

Research, Surveys, Consultations, Assessments

Alignment to CEC Local Plan with lots of liaison.

Create local Policies

Submission of draft Neighbourhood Plan to CEC for review and consideration.

Stage 3: Independent Examination

This stage can take approximately 3 months.

This stage is undertaken by Cheshire East and a planning inspector assigned by CEC.

We will provide support to Cheshire East and the appointed inspector if required.
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Assuming the plan is passed by the examiner, we are then allowed to proceed to Stage 4.

Otherwise we will need to move back to Stage 2 to undertake some rework.

Stage 4: Community Referendum

This stage can take approximately 3 months.

This stage is undertaken by Cheshire East.

It is a simple referendum by the electorate within the Neighbourhood Area (ie Brereton).

We will need to have an active publicity campaign during this stage.

Assuming the referendum achieves a positive "Yes", then we move to Stage 5.

Otherwise, it is a major rethink!

Stage 5: Implementation & Periodic Review

Cheshire East adopt our Neighbourhood Plan as part of the Local Plan.

We will establish an ongoing planning forum to monitor and review the implementation of the plan.

This will require to monitor and review planning applications that relate to Brereton and to continue liaison with Cheshire East planning.

So, quite a lot to do really!

The first real task is to develop our project plan on how to develop the Neighbourhood Plan.

The following people are attending this workshop on Wed 23rd Jan.

Jane Deans, Alastair Strang, Andy Lindsay, Bob Coulson, Alison Taylor, Liz Love, Julie Brown, Don Muir, David Brown, Mark Elves, Richard Phillipson, Fred Whittaker

A separate email is being sent out to attendees with details.

Until we create the project plan, there is not a lot i can ask you to do to help. After our workshop next week, when we produce a first draft of the plan, we will schedule another mee
February, when we can start to be more specific about the types of activities and the help we will need in the forthcoming months.

In the meantime, if you want to continue to orientate yourself to Neighbourhood Plans, i can suggest a few "light" night-time reading!

CPRE: A Guide to Neighbourhood Planning  

Cheshire East Core Strategy (Draft) 

This is currently out for consultation until 26th Feb.  

If you have any questions, then please Contact Us . 
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Consultations 
The Neighbourhood Plan is YOUR PLAN for Brereton. It is about how YOU want Brereton to develop over the next 15 years. Throug
project we will seek your views and opinions and solicit your feedback on the key elements of the plan. We will achieve this with reg
communication on our progress,  in the Community Newsletter as well as on this website. At key stages we will distribute specific do
to each property and business within the parish, and ask you to provide feedback to us. It is important to our plan that you tell us wha
think, and have your say in the future of Brereton. We will always publish the results here so as you can view the outcomes of each
consultation. 

Pre-Submission Regulation 14 

Why?

As required by the the requirements of Regulations 14 of the Neighbourhood Planning (General) Regulations 2012 in producing the
Neighbourhood Plan. The Parish Council, as the qualifying body, is to required to:

a) publicise, in a manner that is likely to bring it to the attention of people who live, work or carry on business in the neighbourhood 

details of the proposals for a Neighbourhood Plan;
details of where and when the proposals for a neighbourhood development plan may be inspected;
details of how to make representations; and
the date by which those representations must be received, being not less than 6 weeks from the date on which the draft proposal
publicised;

b) consult any consultation body or statutory body whose interests the Parish Council considers may be affected by the proposals for 
Neighbourhood Plan; and

c) send a copy of the proposals for the Neighbourhood Plan to the local planning authority.

When?

Planned to start Friday 10th April 2015.

Planned to close Friday 22nd May 2015.

Consultation Documents

Available at the launch of consultation period.

Supporting Documents

Landscape Character Assessment for Brereton

Housing Needs Advice for Brereton

Housing Needs Supply Evidence for Brereton

Consultation Outcomes

Planned to be available end-June 2015.

Feedback on Proposed Policies

Why?

We have set out five key objectives which have been identified from various sources of information, most importantly from earlier
consultations with residents and other stakeholders in Brereton Parish. Under each objective heading we have set down a number of i
which you have identified as being important to you. Alongside these we have drawn up a number of proposals for you to consider. I
important to the Neighbourhood Plan development that we ensure that these are proposals that you relate to. In the next stage we will
writing policies to implement these proposals.

When?

Started 1st February 2014.
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Documents will be hand delivered to your property by our project workgroup team members in first week of February 2014. Your fe
required by Friday 21st February.

Drop-In Event 15th February 2014.

Come along to Brereton Proimary School Hall between 10am and 1pm to find out more, have your questions answered, get help to co
your feedback form, and to submit your forms.

Closed 21st February 2014.

Consultation Documents

Objectives and Proposals Options

Consultation Outcome

Objectives and Proposals Options Analysis Report

Capture the Rural Housing Needs

Why?

An important element of the Neighbourhood Plan is to make provision for housing needs. We capture this information through a Rur
Housing Needs Survey. We use the Chehsire East compliant model for this, and worked collaboratively with the Cheshire East Hous
department to deliver this.

When?

August 2013.

Documents were hand delivered to your property by our project workgroup team members in mid-July 2013. Your feedback was req
mid-August.

Consultation Documents

Rural Housing Needs Survey Cover Letter

Rural Housing Needs Survey

Rural Housing Needs Explanation Notes

Consultation Outcome

Rural Housing Needs Survey Report

Feedback on the Vision and Objectives

Why?

Based upon your feedback so far, the project workgroup has developed a vision for Breretonfor the next 15 years.

When?

July 2013.

Display boards of the Vision and Objectives were available at the Brereton Rose Queen Garden party. Members of the project team w
available to explain the project and how we arrived at the visions statements. People were invited to complete feedback forms.

Consultation Documents

Vision and Objectives

Consultation Outcome

Report is embedded within the Vision and Objectives document above.

'Have Your Say' - Capture Opinions and Key Issues?

Why?

The project team need to understand what Brereton residents and businesses feel about living and working in Brereton today, and wh
futire needs are. This is used to develop issue statements that a Neighbourhood Plan will address.

When?

March/April 2013.

An open public event was held in Brereton Primary School Hall on 16th March. More than 100 residenst attended and provided feeba
the survey form.

Parents at the Primary School and Playgroup were issued with survey form.

Members of the Youth Forum also contributed to the feedback.

All businesses within Brereton were sent a business survey form.

Consultation Documents

Identify Issues Survey - Resident
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Identify Issues Survey - Business

Identify Issues - Youth

Consultation Outcome

Identify Issues Survey Report

Identify Issues Survey - Other Opinions

Community Support for the development of a Neighbourhood Plan

Why?

Before the Parish Council decide on launching a Neighbourhood Plan, all households in the parish were asked to provide their suppo
such an undertaking.

When?

October 2012.

A briefing flyer and survey was distribted by hand to every property within the parish.

Consultation Documents

Feasibility Survey

Consultation Outcome

Feasibility Survey Report
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