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Who are we?

• Small independent consultancy 
• Planners and urban designers
• Areas of work:

• Planning applications 
• Supporting those proposing development

• Commercial, residential, third sector
• Contract work for Planning Authorities

• Community work
• Neighbourhood planning
• Community Engagement

• Teaching and training
• RTPI masterclasses and regional training
• University of Manchester

• Urban design
• Design review
• Design policy (guides and codes)
• Masterplanning



The Brereton Neighbourhood Plan

• The Brereton NP was adopted or ‘made’ on the 29 
March 2016 containing policies relating to:

• Housing Development
• Community Facilities
• Business and Economic Activity
• Protect the Rural Environment
• Transport and Infrastructure

• Extensive public consultation conducted which 
helped to inform and shape policy contents

• Has since been used by the Parish Council and 
planning officers to assess development which is 
proposed within the NP area



The challenge

• The Neighbourhood Plan officially has effect between 
the period 2010 and 2030 – so can still be used

• Despite this, a lot has changed since the plan was 
adopted (2016):

• Cheshire East CELPS (Part One of the Local Plan) 
adopted July 2017

• Cheshire East SADPD (Part Two of the Local Plan) 
adopted December 2022

• Several iterations of the National Planning Policy 
Framework

• The age of the plan, combined with newer policies 
and guidance, means that less ‘weight’ and/or 
attention is being paid to the NP



The brief

• We are commissioned to assist the Parish Council with the preparation of a revised 
Neighbourhood Plan

• Primary objective: Bring the plan up-to-date with more recently adopted local 
policy and make it more effective in delivering the original objectives of the NP

• As part of the review we have also considered what opportunities exist to take 
certain elements of the plan further – as discussed with the NP group – but have 
primarily sought to ensure that the existing policies of the plan are appropriate and 
remain useable for planning officers



What have we done?



1. Initial Review

• Review of the current plan against the wider development plan – including all CEC policy and the NPPF

• Some policies which once filled an important policy gap now duplicate more recent policy which has been 
adopted, so can be removed

• Identified some opportunities to update or review the evidence base underpinning the plan which were 
discussed with the NP group during a workshop covering:

• Infill Boundaries – check that what currently exists is still appropriate

• Design – Defining the local character of Brereton more explicitly, and requiring development to 
respond to it

• Heritage – Understanding whether there are any additional assets which warrant protection

• Ecology – Integrating the CWT work



1. Initial Review



2. Revising the NP structure



3. Re-drafting of the plan



3. Re-drafting of the plan



Headline changes

1. Update basic evidence to reflect most recent data, and update all references to 
local and national policy

2. Revising of policy wording and removal of policy contents which duplicate those 
adopted by Cheshire East Council within either the Local Plan Strategy (CELPS) or 
Site Allocations Development Policies Document (SADPD).

3. Expand policy contents on design related matters to provide the plan with more 
‘teeth’ to ensure that new development is appropriate to Brereton’s character

4. Integrate findings of ongoing work with CWT to capitalise on opportunities for 
future developments to contribute positively towards recommendations

5. Put a new date on the front!



Next steps

• Finalise a draft of the revised plan;

• Consult with CEC to understand whether public consultation is necessary or not – this is 
subjective – depending on if changes are ‘material’

• If Yes, final copy of the draft will be brought for approval by parish council before public 
consultation undertaken, and then progressed through to submission to CEC

• If No, final copy to be approved by parish council and submitted directly to CEC

• In both cases an inspector will then examine the plan and decide:
A. Whether the revisions are so significant that they change the nature of the plan (and 

therefore require referendum); and
B. Whether the changes are appropriate, consistent with local and national policy, and 

meet the ‘basic conditions’

• Targeting Spring 2026 re-adoption – depending on decisions relating to consultation etc



Thanks!
mark@urbanimprint.co.uk
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